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One year after its in­
ception, the Wellness Re­
source Center's newest peer 
counseling technology, 
Spidernet, is still looking to 
gain popularity. Fewer than 
20 of the College's 3000 stu­
dents have used the service. 
Dr. Iverson Bell, Spidernet's 
creator, is working to figure 
out what can lure more into 
his net.
Dr. Bell had lofty goals 
last October for a new ser­
vice that he thought would 
be greatly appreciated and 
utilized at Morehouse. He 
modeled it after a hugely 
successful venture he un­
dertook as a practicing psy­
chiatrist in the 1980s.
Bell recreated the ser­
vice and introduced the 
campus to Spidernet: an 
online peer counseling facil­
ity that allows students to 
anonymously vent their 
feelings and frustrations 
about anything they choose, 
and perhaps get advice and 
support from some of their
See NET Page 4
VIBE Yardfest/Market 
Friday
1 1:()() a.m. @ Lower 
Manley
Joint Convocation 
1 1 :()() a.m @ King
Culture Fest
12:00 p.m. @ Lower
Manley Morehouse Coronation 
8:00 p.m. @ King Chapel
Spelman Coronation 
7:00 p.m. @ Sister's Chapel Coronation Ball 
1 1:()() p.m. @ Hyatt Re 
gency Ballroom




William Jonathan Mayo's 
chapter in Morehouse history 
should have ended with his 
proud ascension of the gradu­
ation stage in May of 1992. 
However, the culmination of 
his undergraduate studies was 
abruptly postponed during the 
second semester of his senior 
year with two life sentences, of 
twenty years each, for a crime 
he did not commit.
Mayo's chapter begins 
similarly to that of many 
Morehouse Men. He came to 
the West End with that same 
intangible will and drive to 
which we all directly link our­
selves. An Ohio native, he at­
tended Central State Univer­
sity before coming to 
Morehouse.
Mayo excelled at Central 
State and earned an academic 
and military scholarship to 
Morehouse College, where he 
majored in Psychology with a 
minor in Criminal Justice.
Although he had fulfilled 
his childhood dream of attend­
ing Morehouse, simply attend­
ing classes and studying failed 
to satisfy him. Mayo gravitated 
to the Morehouse Mentorship 
program in an effort to help
steer less fortunate teenagers 
from the trappings of their sur­
roundings and towards higher 
education.
Mayo upheld the pillar of
service even as he traveled 
away from the College. Will­




9:00 a.m. @ West End
Homecoming Game 
2:00 p.m. @ Stadium
Tailgate Party
12:00 p.m. @ Parking Lot
Greek Step Show 
7:00 p.m. @ Forbes Arena
DST& SGA Alter-Party 
Club NV______________
William Jonathan 
Mayo’s chapter in 
Morehouse history
should have ended
with his graduation 








senior year with 
his sentencing 
to two life sentences, 




Closing Worship Service 
1 1:00 a.m. @ King Chapel 
Featuring Rev. Dr. Calvin 
Butts
Praise Fest
3:00 p.m. @ Sister's Chapel




HOMECOMING CORONATION BALL TICKETS
Coronation ball tickets are ONLY available in advance for $10.00. The tickets are available in the Morehouse College cashier's office 
located on the second floor or Gloster Hall and the Spelman College SGA Office located in Lower Manley. 900 tickets are available at each 
institution (1,800 total). Stop by Archer Hall 112 for more information.
THEATRICAL PRODUCTION
Spelman's Department of Drama and Dance presents Sophocles' Antigone,, a story of honor, pride, love and its tragic consequences. The 
play features Morehouse students Brian Henry, Rubani Trimiew, Kevin Peters, Adrian Allen and James Ijames, as well as talented Spelman and 
Clark Atlanta students. The play runs from November 1-3 at 8:00 p.m. with a November 4 matinee at 3:00 p.m. in the Baldwin Burroughs 
Theater of the Spelman College Fine Arts Building. Student tickets are $5.00
SPEECH & DEBATE TEAM
The Speech and Debate Team won the first-place sweepstakes trophy at the Camellia/Crimson Classic Swing Tournament held at the 
University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa from October 12-14,2001.
SPIRITUALITY
The Hubert Hall Dorm and Prayer Councils invite YOU to pray every Monday night at 10 p.m. We meet outside at various locations on 
the campus of Morehouse College. Look out for more information.
MOREHOUSE SENIORS
Cap and gown fittings are being taken in the Office of Records & Registration located on the first floor of Gloster Hall on October 15-26, 
2001 from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.
SPELMAN YEARBOOK
Help wanted for Reflections yearbook! We seek webmasters, photographers, writers, layout designers, adass of 2003 editor/staff, and a 
faculty/ administration editor. Visit the Reflections office in Lower Manley room 105, or e-mail us at reflections@spelman.edu.
SPELMAN SENIORS
Senior pictures are being taken on November 14-16,2001 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Please make an appointment in advance outside Reflections 
office located in Lower Manley room 105.
INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
The American Diabetes Association (ADA) is conducting a search for individuals interested in gaining valuable skills related to work in 
nonprofit organizations. ADA accepts volunteer interns who are willing to work a minimum of 15 hours per week for a minimum of 10 weeks. 
Volunteer interns can select their area of focus.
Interns can help design their own internship program or may choose from some of the listed positions: Volunteer, Recruit­
ment, Retention and Recognition; Nonprofit PR and Communications; Special Event Fundraising; Graphic Design/Publishing; 
and Education/Program Development. If you are interested in a volunteer internship, please send a cover letter and resume to: 




a publication of the Morehouse College English Department
The annually published, creative arts journal of 
Morehouse College. Catalyst is seeking original poetry, 
fiction, and visual art (including photography, painting,
and sculpture) from Morehouse students.
Cash prizes will be awarded in each category for first, 
second, and third places.
The submission deadline is Monday, November 26, 2001 
Submit your work to the following faculty in 
the English department:
Professors Lutenbacher, Rhym, Stewart, or Capers.
Submissions are limited to five in each category.





Part 2 of 3
Senior Columnist Shaun King continues his account of the 
voyage of a lifetime - a trip to Durban, South Africa as a




Still a few days away 
from the governmental confer­
ence, the brothers and I arrived 
bright and early every morn­
ing for the NGO (non-govern­
mental organization) sessions, 
which were intended for op­
pressed civil­
ians to share 



















met a decent 
number of ci­
vilians from 
the United States. However, we 
soon found that our oppressed 
people had no true voice at this 
conference.
Nobody passed out lit­
erature about the dispropor­
tionate numbers of Black men 
in prison. No one spoke on 
how the United States Senate 
has ZERO African-American 
members. Nobody talked 
about the impact of drugs dis­
tributed through our commu­
nities. Nobody declared the 
police brutality that we face as 
a crime that should be dealt 
with. It was disheartening!
As African-Americans 
tend to do, we depended too 
heavily on the hope that some­
one else would speak on our 
behalf. The brothers were sur­
prised, and somewhat dis­
gusted, that for all of the talk­
ing African-American leaders 
do, no one was there to repre­
sent our people.
Surely the NAACP, the 
CBC, the SCLC, the NOI, or 
some other acronymic organi­
zation would be there to tell the
story, but they weren't. I felt 
like all of the public speaking 
and publicity skills I had 
honed at Morehouse were be­
ing sat on because I didn't take 
the time out to plan to repre­
sent the causes of our people. 
I will never let that happen 
again.
But as we waded through 
the pools of oppressed infor­
South African children play in a field outside the conference.
mation, it became painfully 
clear that although our people 
face hardships, we do not face 
the trials that millions of op­
pressed people of the world are 
up against.
The brothers and I, 
dumbfounded at the sheer 
depth of oppression felt by so 
many, wondered aloud about 
where we, as privileged 
people, should begin in ad­
dressing these problems. It 
would be very easy to do, I am 
sure, if we became so over­
whelmed with the problem 
that we never worked at pro­
viding any solutions for these 
people in need.
It seemed, from South Af­
rica, that most Americans were 
so satisfied and comfortable 
with life that helping others in 
desperate need outside of the 
U.S. is such a low priority that 
it just cannot be penciled into 
the schedule.
We were shocked as we 
walked out of the conference 
gates one day to find that the 
peaceful indigenous Zulu
people, once led by Shaka Zulu 
and former rulers of the very 
land we walked on, were be­
ing denied admittance into the 
conference.
This was a shock because 
throughout Durban were hun­
dreds of flags and banners that 
bragged on Durban as being 
the "Home of the Zulu King­

























away and deluxe hotels 
abound, we were confronted 
with poverty unseen here in 
the States. Nearing the qual­
ity shopping mall where we 
would eat and look for souve­
nirs, we saw children, some­
times younger than two years 
old, abandoned.
When I first saw these 
babies roaming the streets, my 
inclination was to pick one of 
them up and take them to get 
something to eat and buy them 
some clothes. I was stumped. 
If anyone ever saw abandoned 
kids in Atlanta they would call 
the police at the very least, but 
people walked right by these 
kids like they weren't even 
there.
As I looked around for 
some parents or older relatives 
of these babies, it was clear that 
the poverty paradigm in South 
Africa was very different than 
that in the U.S. Not grown 
men, but babies were the bums 
of South Africa.
See AFRICA Page 4
Ask Massey
Dr. Walter E. Massey ‘58
Dr. Massey, of what accomplishment are you most 
proud? How has it affected your development as a leader?
I have had quite a varied 
career, so it is difficult to single 
out one particular accomplish­
ment. Also, I shy away from us­
ing the word "proud" because it 
has too much of a self-congratu­
latory flavor. When I look back 
over my career, however, there 
are several things I am pleased 
that I was fortunate enough to 
accomplish.
As a physicist, I, along 
with a colleague, developed a 
theory to explain a very impor­
tant problem concerning the 
anomalous dispersion of sound 
waves in superfluid helium.
As a member of the faculty at Brown University in the early 
1970s, I helped initiate a program called Inner City Teachers of Sci­
ence (ICTOS), which was designed to prepare teachers to teach sci­
ence and mathematics in urban school districts. And as director of 
the National Science Foundation, I helped implement a major effort 
to increase support for science and mathematics programs at minor­
ity institutions.
The common thread among these activities, which has con­
tributed to my development as a leader, is that they all required me 
not only to master the issues involved, but also to convince or per­
suade other individuals and groups to join me in the effort to resolve 
or address the problem identified. This was true whether the prob­
lem or issue was scientific, educational, or political.
Now, at Morehouse, I am working diligently to use those same 
leadership skills to help propel the College into the 21s* century as 
one of the finest liberal arts colleges in the world. To do that, I must 
master all of the facets of running a college - including the academic, 
financial, and administrative challenges - at the same time that I per­
suade eveiyone in the Morehouse community that it is possible for 
us to be the best.
If you ask me 10 years from now of what accomplishment I 
am most proud, I hope to be able to say that I played a significant 
part in making Morehouse truly die best house.
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Morehouse brothers.
Bell attempted a simi­
lar program in 1984 using an 
online bulletin board allow­
ing people to post their con­
cerns and have others post 
their replies. He saw an en­
thusiastic and overwhelm­
ing response, with up to 300 
active users per month.
Spidernet consists of 
the same bulletin board- 
style form, as well as an 
online chat facility. Since it 
was established, approxi­
mately five students used it 
during the school year, and 
about 14 over the summer 
break. Dr. Bell examined 
some of the possible hold­
ups keeping students from 
using it.
He said part of the 
problem was probably that 
many students were not en­
tirely sold on the premise of 
confidentiality. Students 
were initially required to 
register with their name and 
PIN before choosing a nick­
name under which they 
made their comments.
Now, instead of their 
PIN, students may enter the 
last four digits of their so-
cial security number. How­
ever, they still need to enter 
their real names to register. 
Bell stressed that this mea­
sure was in place so he, per­
sonally, could keep track of 
who was using the service 
in the event that one of the 
users had extremely critical 
issues.
Not even President 
Massey is privy to such in­
formation.
"You can go in there 
and talk about your prob­
lems with Dr. Massey, or 
anyone in the administra­
tion, without any fear of re­
prisal. It is totally confiden­
tial," said Bell.
That, he said, was an­
other misconception about 
the service.
"Students hear the 
name Spidernet and just 
write it off saying that's just 
for crazy people, or people 
with mental problems. That 
is not true. Spidernet pro­
vides a forum for you to talk 
about, well, whatever you 
want to talk about. The only 
limit I have is against un­
justly slandering your fel­
low students. But beyond 
that, well, the possibilities
are endless."
Some of the topics Bell 
suggested for the online dis­
cussion included issues that 
the Wellness Resource Cen­
ter has traditionally dealt 
with such as test anxiety, 
homesickness, and death in 
the family. A couple of stu­
dents have even used the 
forum in the past month to 
share their feelings on the 
September 11th terrorism 
tragedy.
"The idea now," he 
said, "is that you are able to 
get advice and support from 
your own peers."
Sophomore Ravaris 
Moore proved Bell's point 
on the student misconcep­
tion correct. Moore said, 
"That's for if you have men­
tal health problems or some­
thing like that, isn't it?"
A major reason why 
most students don't use the 
service is that most students 
don't even know about it.
Less than 40 percent of 
50 students who partici­
pated in a survey had even 
heard of Spidernet. More­
over, none of the students 
surveyed had ever used the
See NET Next Page
AFRICA from Page 4
With my heart ripped 
to shreds, the brothers told 
me I had not seen the worst 
















I saw baby 
girls urinat­
ing and def- 
e c a t i n g 
right in the 
middle of 
the park in 
front of all of us, with no 
toilet paper, no one to help 
clean the mess.
These kids were fight­
ing for themselves and we 
walked on to the mall like 
everyone else.
With this in mind, it 
was very heartwarming to 
see some key members
from the hip-hop commu-
nity show up to speak out 
against racism and oppres­
sion. Talib Kweli, Black 











in the U.S. 










litic a 1 
prisoners 
being wrongfully held in 
American penitentiaries.
We met and conversed 
with the brothers from the 
hip-hop community, at­
tended the outstanding 
benefit concert, and were 
encouraged by their will­
ingness to stand up when 
others wouldn't.




English Department hosts Stuckey Awards
On October 15, the Morehouse College Department of English 
hosted the first annual Elma Stuckey Poetry Contest and Awards 
Program. The award is the result of a grant from the family of Elma 
Stuckey, a famed African-American poet. Above, English Department 
Chair Dr. Delores Stephens presents a plaque to P. Sterling Stuckey 
and members of the Stuckey family, as Dr. Massey looks on.
NET from Previous Page
service.
Sophomore Jeffery 
Harrold said, "I don't even 
know how the hell to find 
it."
Bell speculates, how­
ever, that even if word got 
out about Spidernet, many 
students would still have 
problems using it.
He said, "There is 
something in the psyche of 
young African-American 
males that predisposes 
them against anything re­
motely related to therapy."
He also said, "There is 
a strong stigma against 
showing emotion, which is 
seen as a sign of vulnerabil­
ity. Approximately 33 per­
cent of the world is suffer­
ing from some form of de­
pression, and I'm sure the 
proportion of blacks who 
seek help for it is much less 
when compared with other 
groups." .
Professor Harun 
Black, who teaches a course 
on the Psychology of the 
African American Experi­
ence, agrees.
Black said, "Most stu­
dents at Morehouse are 
striving for a certain sense 
of freedom and indepen­
dence. There is an image of 
strength and endurance, no 
showing of weakness that is 
seen as the protocol for male 
behavior. Depending on a 
system for support may be 
seen as a crutch in this quest 
for manhood.
This was a phenom­
enon even while I was a 
work-study student in the 
counseling center here in 
the 1970s," he said. "Black 
males just have a tendency 
to be less sharing of emo­
tions, and this can be traced 
back to the era of slavery, 
when slaves were not really 
allowed to open up emo­
tionally to their masters."
Whatever the reasons, 
Spidernet could "definitely 
be used much more," ac­
cording to Dr. Bell. "I think 
students have a lot of stuff 
to say, but they just need an 
incentive to get them there 
to say it."
One incentive in the 
works is a partnership with 
the counseling center at 
Spelman College. Dr. Bell 
believes that students 
would be warmer to the ser­
vice if they knew that their 
sisters at Spelman were also 
using it.
In the meantime,
Spidernet remains ready for 
student use. The site can be 
accessed at
www.morehouse.edu/ 
spidernet, while the discus­
sion bulletin board is hosted 
at www.psybernaut.com/ 
SDF.
Dr. Bell also stressed 
that the Wellness Resource 
Center remains open during 
normal business hours and 
can be accessed for emer­
gencies outside of business 
hours.
"Sometimes all stu­
dents need is to talk about 
it," Bell said, "and there is 






11 a.m. - 5 p.m.




Near Little 5 Points
reat Prices on Vintage 
Women's and Men's 
Apparel of the 
— 60s, 70s ¿r 80s
Support your Morehouse brother, 
Randal Jacobs, in his 
entrepreneurial endeavor!
We have a surefire way 
to predict the future. 
Hire you to invent it.
Cyberspace controls and laser defense systems came as no surprise to 
the U.S. Air Force. In fact, they came off our drawing boards. No wonder 
we re always looking to hire the best and brightest. You can leverage your 
degree Immediately and get hands-on experience with some of the most 
sophisticated technology on earth. To find out how to get your career off 
the ground, call 1 -800-423-USAF or visit our Web site at airforce.com.
UJ. AIR FORCE
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WORLD & LOCAL NEWS
Religious communities 
respond to times
The Maroon Tiger Editorial Staff
The recent rash of anti- 
Islamic sentiments troubles 
Rabbi Kunis. He said "Islam 
is a religion of love and the 
radicals that participate in 
terrorism are distorting the 
message."
Rabbi Kunis acknowl­
edged that these horrendous 
occurences may cause some 
people to question their 
faith in God. However, he 
said that because of the way 
people came together to 
help, "at no time in our his­
































Rev. Graetz describes the 
church as "a place where di­
versity is celebrated."
Before the recent 
millitary strikes against Af­
ghanistan, he said that his 
congregation had taken it 
upon itself to "encourage 
our nation to dialogue 
rather than going to war."
However, the likeli­
hood of the current situation 
did not escape Rev. Graetz. 
Americans face the type of 
troubling situation that 
many would never have ex­
pected to happen within 
their lifetimes. He encour­
aged people to "act like 
Jesus and the ripple effect 
will effect the whole world."
Henry Thompson
World & Local News Editor
hthompson@maroontigercom
The uncertainty that 
the nation feels as a result of 
last months devestatingly 
tragic events has left many 
people searching for a sense 
of security. Today, individu­
als and government agen­
cies to contemplate ways of 
securing our borders from 
the increased terrorist 
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ing on the be­
half of his community of be­
lievers, he said, "I hope that 
President Bush and all those 
with him will turn this trag­
edy into triumph of right 
over wrong, of good over 
evil, of justice over injustice, 
and let not the blood of 
those who died be shed in 
vain."
Congregations from 
numerous faith traditions 
share this sentiment. Rabbi 
Mark Hillel Kunis serves 
800 of Atlanta's Jewish fami­
lies at Congregation 
Shearith Israel. The syna­
gogue maintains several 
community outreach pro­
grams including a shelter 
for homeless women and an 
outreach to Russian immi­
grants.
James A. Britton 
Managing Editor
:<5





World & Local News Editor
Dorian Burton
Arts & Entertainment Editor
R. Spencer Humphrey 
Swing Editor










The Maroon Tiger is published fifteen times during the 
academic year at Morehouse College. The Maroon 
Tiger maintains an independent editorial policy; copy is 
not reviewed by advisors prior to publishing.
Opinions expressed in The Maroon Tiger are solely the 
views of its staff and do not necessarily reflect the opin­
ion of Morehouse College, its administration, or The Ma­
roon Tiger advisors. Commentaries solely represent the 
views of the author, not the opinion of The Maroon Ti­
ger. We believe all advertising to be correct but cannot 
guarantee its accuracy or be responsible for its outcome.
The Maroon Tiger welcomes your views on any public 
issue. We routinely edit letters for space and correct 
errors in spelling and punctuation. Letters as well as 
commentaries must be 500 words or less, typed, signed 
and should include full address and telephone number.
All correspondence should be mailed to: 
The Maroon Tiger 
Morehouse College
Box 40
830 Westview Drive, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30314 
Phone: (404) 614-6041 • Fax: (404) 507-8628 
E-mail: mtiger@morehouse.edu
The Maroon Tiger Charge
“To keep our politics strictly student interests. Spare no 
effort in portraying student life as it really exists, free from 
pollution of campus cliques, society favoritism and faculty 
fear. Above all, keep our paper student-owned, managed, 
edited, and published.” - Robert E. Johnson, ‘48
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WORLD & LOCAL NEWS
American government lashes out against terrorism
Henry Thompson
World & Local News Editor
hthompson@maroontigetcom
On October 7,2001, The 
United States and its allies 
began a series of mili­
tary strikes in Af­
ghanistan. Operation 
Enduring Freedom, as 
the campaign has 
come to be known, 
represents the mili­




rorist networks. As 
the death toll rises 
and the Afghani inf re­
structure is pum- 
meled, American 
leaders emphasize the 
importance of caution 
in these dangerous 
times.
President Bush 
signed the War Pow­
ers Resolution into law a 
week after the infamous at­
tacks on the Pentagon and 
The World Trade Center. This 
resolution, which had the 
support of both houses of 
Congress, approximates a 
declaration of war.
Congress voted to al­
low the Bush Administration 
to "use all necessary and ap­
propriate force against those 
nations, organizations or per­
sons he determines planned, 
authorized, committed or 
aided the terrorist attacks"
The first wave of at­
tacks occurred in broad day­
light and involved the firing 
of 50 missies from ships po­
sitioned in the Arabian Sea. 
These strikes preceded the 
use of 15 B-l and B-52 
bomber planes and American 
and British submarines to 
disrupt the functioning of the 
Taliban and the associated 
terrorist sects.
Days of subsequent at­
tacks have left the entire 
world in a state of turmoil. 
Anti-American sentiments 
approach the boiling point as 
protestors from nations rang­
ing from Pakistan to Great 
Britain take to the streets. 
Even though the 
government's of these na­
tions have pledged their al­
legiance to the cause at hand, 
popular sentiment is divided 
to say to least.
October 15 marked some 
of the heaviest air strikes to 
date in Afghanistan. Targets 
around the capital city of Kabul 
crumbled when faced with the 
full wrath of the United States
military. Warplanes struck a 
military compound near the 
airport, a suspected terrorist 
training camp, and an unspeci­
fied target near Karem, a vil­
lage that the Taliban claims suf­
fered heavy civilian casualties 
as a result of earlier attacks.
Rahim Biba, an Afghani 
mother, said, "We are innocent. 
We are not followers of Osama 
and we are not members of his 
militant group. We are already 
in trouble. Don't add to our 
miseries"
This date also marked 
Secretary of State Colin 
Powell's visit to Pakistan. Nu­
merous Taliban sympathizers 
welcomed the diplomat to 
their country by ardently and 
often violently expressing their 
opposition to the recent United 
States actions. Recently, mili­
tant leaders have managed to 
bring business in parts of Pa­
kistan to a virtual standstill as 
part of a demonstration of 
popular disapproval.
The United States later 
decided to use elite special 
forces units to infiltrate the 
nation's interior. Moving un­
der a veil of secrecy, these 
troops represent the next phase 
of the military campaign.
Condoleezza Rice, the 
national security advisor, said 
that President Bush "has or­
dered the American armed 
forces to do what we need to
meet the objectives he has laid 
out and those objectives in­
clude making sure the al-Qaida 
leadership cannot stand still 
and carry out its ... mission."
Apparently, this discre­
AP Photo by 2ia Mazhar
tion includes possible plots to 
assasinate Osama bin Laden. 
Last month, the president 
signed an intelligence order 
both directing and permitting 
the CIA to undertake what Bob 
Woodward of the Washington 
Post describes as,"its most 
sweeping and lethal covert ac­
tion since the founding of the 
agency in 1947."
Domestically, Americans 
have an increased awareness of 
the numerous ways in which 
the world's troubles could pos­
sible affect them.
During a recent appear­
ance on Meet the Press, Attor­
ney General John Ashcroft 
said, "I think we have to un­
derstand that we are a nation 
in a condition of war. We have 
to adjust the way we do things, 
but it doesn't mean we stop 
doing things and bring 
America to a halt."
Osama bin Laden, re­
cently spoke to the world that 
he now holds hostage in his 
web of terror.
Filming outside of a cave, 
presumably somewhere in Af­
ghanistan, bin Laden and his 
associates produced and re­
leased a videotape in which the 
alleged terrorist mastermind 
defiantly says, "America will 
never taste security and safety 
unless we feel security and 
safety in our land."
Perhaps more frightening
than this rancid rhetoric are a 
number of inexplicable occur­
rences of anthrax across the 
nation. Thousands of people 
across the country have been 
tested for anthrax after sites in 
Florida, New York, and 
Washington D.C. were ex­
posed to the bacteria 
through contaminated 
mailings and other yet to be 
explained sources.
At the Capitol, 28 
people associated with the 
offices of Senate Majority 
Leader Tom Daschle were 
exposed to anthrax after the 
arrival of a suspicious pack­
age. Exposure does not 
equate to infection and 
none of these staffers has 
taken ill.
While answering 
questions at a news confer­
ence with Italian Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi, 
President Bush said, " 
[Daschle's] office received a 
letter and it had anthrax in 
it. The letter was field-tested.
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And the staffers that have been 
exposed are being treated"
Nationwide, nine people 
have been diagnosed with the 
disease, and three of this num­
ber have the extremely deadly 
inhaled form as opposed to the 
more treatable cutaneous form. 
One of these individuals, a 
Florida tabloid worker, died 
relatively early during the re­
cent rash of incidents.
Additionally, The District 
of Columbia's Mayor Anthony 
Williams reported that a local 
postal worker became "gravely 
ill" after contracting the more 
dangerous form of anthrax.
No connection has been 
firmly established between the 
anthrax scare and any particu­
lar international or domestic 
terrorist organization. Unprec­
edented efforts and coopera­
tion on the part of military and 
security agencies constitutes 
the lion's share of the nation's 
defenses against possible fu­




kay. I'm back. 
I couldn't 
stay away for 
too long. And for those of 
you who aren't familiar 
with my work, (The Power 
List Volume 71, No. 4, The 
Differences Between the 
AUC Schools Volume 72, 
No. 9 and 'How Joe Sees 
It') sit back, relax and fol­
low me on this prose-filled 
journey of selfless revela­
tion.
Homecoming. Damn 
man, it's that time of year 
again? For the average stu­
dent, homecoming simply 
evokes a few feelings: a 
sub-par concert, a lowly 
attended parade, a pretty 
good football game and 
lots and lots of alcohol.
Well, I'm not the av­
erage student, I never have 
been, and I never will be. 
In fact, in the past few 
years, I have worked very 
hard to provide what I feel 
have been some very 
memorable homecoming 
experiences (Cash Money, 
the '99 Texas Tent).
To me, homecoming 
is a metaphor for the us 
that we have always felt 
that we can be and love to 
celebrate that we are. To 
me, homecoming is Christ­
mas, my birthday, and the 
Fourth of July all rolled 
into one.
It's the feeling of a 
family reunion, a wedding 
and New Year's Eve. It's 
beautiful, sun-kissed, suc­
cessful African-Americans 
enjoying each other under 
immaculately blue skies, re­
membering better times and 
enjoying each other in the 
hope for better times to 
come. I'll stop waxing rhap­
sodic.
"Over the years it be­
comes something different 
for me," says Senior Thomas 
Abraham, "I started in 1972 
and came back in 1999, so 
homecoming is a big connec­
tion for me to my freshman 
year, and my friends from 
freshman year. Homecoming 
is the consolidation of events 
in my mind."
So, I was sitting in my 
comfortable suite in the 
Sigma Gamma Alpha House, 
known as the Triplex, and I 
was wondering how I could 
help the students of 
Morehouse and Spelman 
Colleges to better enjoy their 
homecoming experience? 
Then, it hit me like a bolt of 
lightning. I, with all of my 
seasoned experience and 
knowledge would write a 
piece that would be a guide 
for each class on how to best 
enjoy homecoming.
FRESHMEN: The low­
est form of life on the 
Morehouse-Spelman Evolu­
tionary Chart
Homecoming in college 
is not at all like it was in high 
school. You see, there is no 
curfew, and more often than 
not, you brilliant little guys 
and gals have entirely too
much money to spend on 
limos, tuxedoes, hotel suites 
and alcohol (bought of 
course by enterprising up­
perclassmen).
Anayo Osueke, a junior 
chemistry major from Hous­
ton gives this advice, "Go to 
everything you can. Home­
coming helps to define your 
freshman year. I mean every­
thing from the camaraderie 
at the game to the pageantry 
of the Coronation makes the 
experience extremely enjoy­
able and memorable."
But, if I may be of some 
assistance and offer some 
advice; homecoming is not 
for you. It is an empirical 
fact; it's just simply not for 
you. Homecoming is for al­
ums, their families, and 
people who have a GPA that 
goes beyond twenty hours.
But, given that home­
coming plans don't neces­
sarily have you in mind, 
doesn't mean that you can't 
make the best of it. For in­
stance, one surefire way to 
enjoy your experience is by 
helping out.
Now, many of you 
thought you were way too 
cool to attend the general in­
terest meeting for homecom­
ing staff, shame on you. For 
when you're next door 
neighbor in DuBois or H.H. 
is getting into stuff free and 
you're not, then you'll be 
hating.
But anyway, if there are 
still opportunities to get in­
volved by the time you read
this, I would highly suggest 
you do so.
Another way for the 
GPA-challenged to enjoy 
homecoming is by attending 
all events. This year, home­
coming is after midterms, 
and you will need to blow 
off some steam, so do it. Go 
to every damn thing on the 
calendar. E-V-E-R-Y-T-H-I- 
N-G. People with GPA's 
have worked very hard to 
spend your student fee 
money to provide a week of 
stimulating and innovative 
events for you, so enjoy it. 
Don't think you're too cool 
to go to the Casino Night, 
because you're not. You're 
not too cool to do anything; 
you are a freshman damnit!
Go to Coronation and 
go to Coronation Ball, but 
don't be too terribly inter­
ested in bringing a date. 
Trust me, there will be hun­
dreds of dateless young la­
dies. So, you dress up, look 
good, please brush your 
teeth and then head out to 
the ball and work on the la­
dies.
On Saturday, the great­
est event of all, the Tailgat­
ing. Ahh the
tailgating...Listen fresh­
man, this is yet another 
thing that has not been set 
up with you in mind.
However, visit the 
tents, and if you are inter­
ested in a fraternity or so­
rority, walk by fast. Please 
listen to me, the only time 
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fraternity/sorority tent is if 
you are invited in.
Other than that, one fi­
nal word of advice, know 
your limits with the drink­
ing. Though I know you all 
are extremely underage, I 
am not foolish enough to 
think that you won't be par­
taking in some form of liba­
tion, so know your limits.
It's not cool to be the 
one belligerently unattrac­
tive person throwing up ev­
erywhere; I speak from ex­
perience.
SOPHOMORES: "Con­
ceited and overconfident 
but poorly informed and 
immature" -Webster's Col­
legiate Dictionary, Tenth 
Edition
So, you guys think 
you've got this homecoming 
thing down? Think again. 
Chances are many of you 
were too out of it to remem­
ber "Fusion." But, you know 
that there was a fashion 
show and a comedy show 
last year, which unfortu­
nately for reasons that are 
hard to justify and explain, 
aren't happening this year.
Anyway, so you've 
been to the fair and ridden 
the rides, but you really 
don't have a true sense of 
ownership yet.
The best advice I can 
give you, Mr. or Ms. Sopho­
more is to be cognizant of 
your actions this year. You 
have realized, hopefully by 
now that you know how
much you can drink before 
too much is too much. You 
have realized, hopefully by 
now how to dress, or at least 
what is acceptable.
So, there should be no 
excuse for any suits with 
more than four buttons 
(three really), and there 
should be no excuse whatso­
ever for any suits that are 
white, electric blue, or any 
variation of any loud color, 
unless of course you're from 
Detroit.
Take a date if you 
must, but remember like I 
told your freshman broth­
ers, there will be hundreds 
of beautiful women there 
with no dates. And when it 
comes to the fraternity/so­
rority tents, use your best 
judgement, especially if you 
took part in this fall's rush.
JUNIORS: Authority 
with no responsibility
Junior year...It just 
sounds good doesn't it? Re­
member your freshman year 
when you went to the events 
during Timeless, Homecom­
ing 1999? Remember Cash 
Money jamming in Forbes 
Arena? Remember the great­
est tailgating ever? Remem­
ber that Senior Tent? And 
who could forget Juan's 
fashion show?
Well, it's been a long 
time since you all were 
freshmen. Times have 
changed and homecoming 
has as well, but some things 
never change.
Really what you 
should do during your jun­
ior year homecoming is hob- 
knob and observe.
Hob-Knob with
alumni/alumnae and work 
on connections for summer 
employment and/or fur­
thering your academic pur­
suits. Also, you will find 
that that Spelman alum who 
was oh so difficult to ap­
proach when you were a 
freshman or a sophomore, is 
more than ready and willing 
to speak to you now that 
you are a man of Morehouse 
with some hours.
By your junior year, 
you should have grown up 
a bit, have a better sense of 
self, and believe me, the la­
dies can see that.
As a junior, you should 
observe what the seniors are 
doing. Because as a junior, 
you should strive to surpass 
what the class before you 
did. The last great senior 
tent was during your fresh­
man year, directed and pro­
duced by my main man Tho­
mas "TJ" Jones, and it's high 
time that some senior tent at 
least attempts to reach his 
tent's legendary greatness 
and immortality.
SENIORS: FINALLY!
How's your senior year 
going? Is it as live as you 
thought it would be? No? I 
didn't think so. Well boys, 
homecoming is the time to 
change that. Though that se­
nior party was slamming
(though I don't remember 
much of it other than joking 
with Mu Pi's finest), noth­
ing has happened since then 
until now.
If Harold or Crystal 
asks you to help out with 
the tent, don't be too cool, 
do it. If they ask you to 
watch the pit or stir the 
'drank', do it. Be a part of 
your class's number one 
project for the fall.
Also, since this is your 
senior year homecoming, it 
is perfectly acceptable for 
you to be inebriated out of 
your mind (and in this case, 
body). But, like I told our 
freshman brothers and sis­
ters, do it in moderation and 
please know your limits.
Nothing is more em­
barrassing than not being 
able to hold one's liquor in 
front of friends, family and 
that certain Spelmanite that 
always alluded you. Re­
member people don't forget 
who the obnoxiously annoy­
ing drunk was at homecom­
ing.
The bottom line is have 
fun, but use your better 
judgement.
ALUMS
If I may be so bold 
...Everyone who knows me, 
and even those who don't, 
realize that I have yet to 
walk across that beautiful 
stage, but as with every­
thing else, I have an opinion 
on how alums should act.
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Alums, this thing has 
been set up with you in 
mind. The older alums, the 
people who are playing in 
Papa Goodgame's golf tour­
nament who bring their 
beautiful wives and chil­
dren to campus on Saturday, 
you are our inspiration, and 
we love you for it.
You may not know it, 
but your very existence vali­
dates our daily struggles in 
the classrooms of Johnson, 
Haynes, Rahming, and 
Aycock and Mormon.
Seeing you all remi­
nisce on simpler times and 
watching as you all interact 
with each other, and every 
now and then, us, is healthy 
and extremely educational.
Once again, if I may be 
so bold, perhaps we could 
dialogue a little more so that 
we could do what we can to 
keep this thing that is so 
uniquely ours.
Now, for the younger
alums...If you didn't get 
along with someone back 
when Tupac and Biggie were 
still walking the earth, let it 
go. If you didn't get along 
with someone when Reagan 
and Bush were in office, let 
it go. If you have beef from 
something that happened 
last spring, let it go.
Man, this is homecom­
ing, grow up. Enjoy each 
other. We are going to need 
each other more and more as 
time goes on. Also, patience 
is a virtue, and as hard as it 
is to learn and practice, I'm 
sure it will pay off, right 
BGL?
Eat, drink and be merry 
and realize just how special 
this thing that we have is. As 
my main man B said, "133 
years old and only 10,000 
members. There is no 
greater, more selective or 
more elite organization in 
the Diaspora." Remember 
that, and Happy Homecom­
ing.
■.......... ................................................................. .............. ... 1 1 ■ ........................ ...
Let’s sum it up:
1. Don’t mix light and dark (alcohol, not women)
2. Greek tents are for the Greeks. Respect that.
3. Leave the beef in the past.
4. No, you aren’t the hardest cat to ever walk the 
yard, but if you think you are, there’s a good 
chance you’ll actually meet him at homecoming. 
And he probably started Morehouse well before 
you’d seen an application.
5. Coronation Ball costs money this year. Act like 
it’s something that you paid for.
6. For my alums, rekindling is fun and all, but 
remember, choose your tryst wisely. We have a 
lot of living to do. And besides, this educated 
African American world is very small, and 
Morehouse & Spelman are even smaller.
7. Once again, check out number 3.
8. If you come by the IDT/Monastery Tent, show 
respect. Don’t expect, respect.
9. KNOW YOUR LIMITS...
10. If you visit Greece, you gotta hit up Rome...
FUNNY...PROVOCATIVE.




George A. Peters II 
Features Editor
Most sophomores balance 
their time on campus between 
cutting class and waiting for the 
big hand to hit the six so they 
can take a shot at Spelman. Still 
others take a proactive approach 
to campus life and overexert 
themselves -with involvement in 
campus organizations. They 
are among the many. Many are 
called, few are chosen. Lo, as 
Lodriguez Murray is affection­
ately referred to, is among the 
chosen.
The liberties we take...
We reacted... but did you expect this response?
What is your position with Homecoming and the SGA 
at large?
Goodness. Director of Planning and Programming, Di­
rector of Homecoming and Special Events, Co-Freshman 
Class Advisor, and Senator for the Speech and Debate Team.
Did you plan to hold all of these positions?
Well, 1 asked to be Freshman Class Advisor, all the other 
positions were "appointments". I guess I was fortunate 
enough to receive the consideration for these positions.
Often when a person holds more than one prominent 
position on the yard, they fail to manage time well. How 
do you avoid the pitfalls of poor time management, or do 
you?
I prioritize. At the beginning of each day I write down 
a list of things to do. As I go through the day, I try to check 
off as many of the things as I can. 1 always keep in mind that 
my accomplishments affect other people. So even if nobody 
else knows or cares, the people affected know if I have ful­
filled my responsibilities.
Who, if anybody, has had an influential role in your 
life, or in the manner in which you carry yourself?
My grandfather. He passed a few years ago. Anytime 
I think that I have too much to handle, I remember him al- 
wavs telling me that 1 was going to live out his dreams. There 
were things he wanted for himself and never had a chance to 
accomplish, and his prophecy of my reaching some of his 
goals fuels my ambition.
What is something that people would be surprised to 
know you are interested in?
I am ¿i big Tiger Woods and Nike fan, but that's not 
surprising. What you see is what you get.
Best experience since arriving at Morehouse in the fall 
of 2000?
Hmm. Working on Homecoming. Homecoming has 
taught me many lessons about life, especially how to deal 
with people and seeing a vision come to fruition. More im­
portantly, I have learned a lot about self-reliance. I always 
have to remember whom 1 am working for.
Say whatever you want. I mean this is your piece...
The Autumn Wind is a pirate...
George A. Peters II 
Features Editor 
gpeters@maroontiger.com
We often take creative lib­
erties that are seen as offensive 
or insensitive. But we some­
how manage to remain in the 
hands, bookbags, and on the 
coffee tables of students, fac­
ulty, and the alumni who spent 
a considerable amount of time 
here. We are continually 
craved, closely critiqued, and 
consistently criticized. We use 
alliteration well. We work 
hard.
In the words of our fear­
less leader, Editor in Chief 
Geoffrey Bennett, "There is 
nothing golf team or Louisiana 
Club about this. This is The Ma­
roon Tiger."
Now before you start 
writing your letters, let me dis­
sect that statement. What Mr. 
Bennett meant was, this bi­
monthly process to which we 
subject ourselves is not an ex­
tracurricular activity. It is a 
job, one that takes dedication 
and requires sacrifice.
As such, much of the re­
ward lies in the ability to freely 
express and exchange our 
ideas. The challenge lies in 
tempering our thoughts while 
preserving the intention ... a 
delicate balance.
If it has never before 
been made clear, let me clarify 
it for all time. If you have 
something to say, anything at 
all, about the opinions ex­
pressed in the paper - about 
campus-wide events or any­
thing pertinent to the 
Morehouse College experi­
ence - articulate it. DO NOT 
expect to be taken seriously 
when you rattle off a com­
plaint list that is as ambiguous 
as being sent to Kroger with a 
grocery list that says "food." 
As this paper is the organ of 
student expression, use it!
I get so tired of people 
saying, "George, I really want
to see an article on..." or 
"George, can I write...?" Just 
write it! Send it to 
mtiger@morehouse.edu. No­
body compliments the paper on 
its layout or its wide variety of 
articles. Nobody takes the time 
to read all of the paper; they just 
read that which is controver­
sial, and they react. Well, as the 
great Black Thought of Roots 
fame retorted, "Take it back to 
respond react."
This blurb appears under 
the list of the editorial staff in 
EVERY paper, but maybe if I 
retype it in the features section 
of the paper and place it near 
20 Questions, you will read it 
and respond react.
“The Maroon Tiger wel­
comes your views on any pub­
lic issue. We routinely edit let­
ters for space and correct errors 
in spelling and punctuation. 
Letters as well as commentar­
ies must be 500 words or less, 
typed, SIGNED and should in-
See LIBERTIES Page 12
20 more reasons
ByA.L.O
1. Did you ever stop to think that you might look better when we aren’t sober?
2. Well, if you don’t consider it high maintenance, then what is your excuse for not 
having your damn hair done?
3. And did you ever stop to think that some of them went to Ft. Valley out of their 
obligation to the students of NSO?
4. If not, why didn’t you, after all it took you long enough to speak on an event that 
took place in August?
5. Or does that further speak to the infrequency and inefficiency of your newspaper?
6. You think you ought to pay more attention to the lack of discretion some of your 
“sisters” use in recruiting “sisters” than to the means with which we approach “Ma” or 
“Baby Girl”?
7. So if you blocked my number on your home phone, why did you answer your cell 
phone when I called?
8. Do you really want to go to war?
9. And when don’t we have to pay at the dollar lot?
10. Why is it so easy for me to get Training Day on bootleg and I’m still telling my 
teacher “they don’t have it in the bookstore?”
11. Instead of a scoreboard, how about donating some lights?
12. Do you really think we want to have the best paper in the AUC by default?
13. Okay then you tell us where we should tailgate?
14. Isn’t tolerance overrated?
15. Wouldn’t it be much easier if we just did it by ourselves next year?
16. Why is the auxiliary courts’ practice quietly the best thing going on campus?
17. Who you got on the step show?
18. What if we all thought she looked like Michael Jackson’s stunt double?
19. Doesn’t she make you want to read Pygmalion?
20. If I saw the SPEL-ling mistakes, why couldn’t you?!?
Page 11
OPINION
A response to “20 Questions”
Prof. Kenneth D. Capers 
Contributing Writer 
sking@maroontiger.com
This is written in re­
sponse to the last question 
proffered in "20 Questions 
(+5)," that appeared in the Oc­
tober 4lh edition of The Maroon 
Tiger. The question was, "Is it 
me, or does someone need to 
call the Atlanta Fire Depart­
ment to put out the flames on 
the third floor of Brawley 
Hall?"
I'm aware that these 
questions in this tongue and 
check column are probably 
meant to just be outrageous, 
funny, irreverent, and imagi­
native. I've often been re­
minded, as I've read these col­
umns, of my own college days 
and my association with my 
college paper as editor in chief 
and how we engaged in simi­
lar kinds- of sarcasm we 
thought to be witty and in­
sightful.
I often think now that we 
failed in that regard and more 
successfully displayed our 
imaginative shortcomings and 
lack of sensitivity. If someone 
had asked me then to explain 
or defend what we wrote, I 
would have probably sug­
gested to the individual, 
"lighten up" or "it was just a 
harmless joke."
Since then, I've been for­
tunate to continue to learn and 
discover some things. I'd like 
to share one of those insights I 
gained while in a graduate 
course, at the University of 
Southern California, devoted 
to humor, satire, and parody 
as literary conventions.
One of the books I read 
for this class was Sigmund 
Freud's Jokes and Their Relation 
to the Unconscious. In a nut­
shell, that class and book 
taught me that jokes and hu­
mor are always at someone's 
expense and reflect a complex 
network of thoughts, values 
and one's own personal anxi­
eties.
More importantly, I 
came to understand that jokes, 
while seemingly casual, are of­
ten quite serious matters. 
Jokes can and do injure, in ef­
fect teaching or disseminating 
the values and thoughts that 
formed them.
It seems to me that the 
message underneath the ques­
tion was one of intolerance 
and hate. I believe the writer's
intent was otherwise and just to 
elicit a laugh. Nevertheless, it 
did hurt, wound, and anger 
some people. The quote was 
disturbing to me because it re­
minded me of how hatred can 
take many small yet virulent
dents for, and which most of 
our students aspire to, it is im­
perative students become 
aware of the demands and ex­
pectations of that world.
One of those expecta­















forms and be randomly and ca­
sually evident when we least ex­
pect it.
I'm saddened by the quote 
because it contributes to a ho­
mophobic campus telling oth­
ers, indirectly, it is approved 
and acceptable to engage in gay 
bashing. And for those stu­
dents who are privately or pub­
licly identified as gay, they are 
served notice that they are not 
as welcomed or appreciated 
here at Morehouse.
It seems clear, whether 
one is offended or not by the 
presence of "flames," that there 
are, have been, and will con­
tinue to be, students, faculty, 
and staff here at Morehouse and 
everywhere else for that matter 
who are not straight identified. 
We don't have to accept this, but 
we do have to respect the facts 
and act accordingly with per­
sonal integrity.
We cannot continue to 
stick our heads in the sand and 
remain unaware of the contem­
porary world whose sensibili­
ties are growing, especially in 
professional and academic cor­
ridors, to promote inclusion and 
awareness of marginalized 
groups who have been silenced 
and often been afraid to have 
voice. To function and advance 
in professional arenas, we as 
faculty members prepare stu-
gage in gay bashing, mi­
sogyny, racism, ageism and 
many more biases and preju­
dices that do not translate well 
and are frowned upon in the 
workplace. Institutions of 
higher learning are just that: 
places of learning. So maybe 
this question, designed to 
amuse, and my article, de­
signed to inform, can be an op­
portunity to learn that hate is 
not acceptable, whether per­
formed with malice or acci­
dentally.
In addition, I'd hope we 
all recognize that respecting 
others is something one gives 
as a gift to one's self, even 
when one doesn't necessarily 
approve of or feel someone 
else deserves that respect be­
cause of a difference of views, 
or in this case, sexual prefer­
ence.
I also hope that all of our 
students feel Morehouse is a 
safe and supportive place that 
allows them to learn without 
being violated or persecuted. 
While I don't advocate censor­
ship, I do suggest we all use 
language carefully and re­
sponsibly, especially those 
who write in the public arena 
where words take on a life of 
their own once they are pub­
lished.
LIBERTIES from Page 12
elude full address and tele­
phone number."
This raises another sa­
lient issue. If you feel strongly 
enough about your words, at­
tach your name to them. What 
makes a man a man is his will­
ingness to take responsibility 
for his thoughts, words, and 
deeds.
Translation: Anonymous 
emails are not taken seriously. 
I can hear your eager rebuttal 
forming already; then why 
doesn't the author of 20 Ques­
tions sign their name? Well 
young bullyrook, it wouldn't 
be fair to give an individual 
the credit for the collaboration 
of a large group of individu­
als. However, the articles that 
result from the contemplation 
of one person have not only 
our names, but also our email 
addresses attached.
Moreover, at the top of 
the article appeared the words 
"Its back...against our better 
judgement." Let me do your 
research for you. In the first 
two papers of the year, 20 
Questions was absent. Why? 
Because of the backlash that 
we always receive from the 
offended, non-writing popula­
tion of the student body.
However, in an effort to 
promote readership, we lis­
tened to the larger portion of 
the population. "Hey man, 
when is 20 Questions coming 
back? I only read the paper for 
20 Questions!"
As the editor of one of 
the sections in which offensive 
material appeared, I take re­
sponsibility for the caustic 
package in which some both­
ersome statements appeared.
I cannot, however, 
apologize for the nature of the 
material, or promise that all 
readers of this paper will re­
ceive the cookie-cutter, carbon 
copy, censored material that 
they can read with a younger 
brother or sister over crois­
sants and coffee. We will con­
tinue to be the organ of stu­
dent expression and as the or­
gan of student expression we 








When I am on our cam­
pus, I feel safe. I really do. 
The odds that something 
criminal is going to happen 
to me is relatively slim so I 
normally roam the campus 
with a certain peace of mind 
that is conducive to learning. 
But last week I discovered 
that some serious intruders 
are allowed onto campus 
DAILY.
No, they didn't sneak
past campus police by driv­
ing illegally down 
Welbourne. They didn't ca­
sually walk onto the campus 
posing as students.
They didn't hop a fence 
or come in the back door. 
No, these vicious, racist in­
truders were actually 
greeted with a smile when 
they arrived. And that's not 
all - Morehouse actually 
paid these bums to come 
onto our campus.
Last week, in a twist of 
irony I was on my way to my 
Men in Society class taught 
by Dr. Clark White, AKA 
Deacon Blues, when I saw a 
filthy white pickup truck 
covered with some very 
troubling bumper stickers. I 
say that this was ironic be­
cause the Men in Society 
course .does a great deal to 
expose the contemporary re­
ality of racism in America. 
Immediately I saw some con­
federate flag stickers, some 
racecar stickers, and other 
stickers that represent 
redneck nostalgia. I was 
pissed.
But as I got closer to the 
truck it got worse. I noticed 
a sticker that boldly read:
THE ONLY REASON 
SOME PEOPLE ARE ALIVE 
IS BECAUSE IT IS ILLEGAL 
FOR ME TO KILL THEM!
Remembering that the 
great comedian George 
Carlin said, "bumper stick­
ers express how people re-
« MAGAZIIMF
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ally feel and are the great­
est form of social commen­
tary" I started to wonder 
what type of person feels so 
strongly about killing folk 
that he posted it on his 
truck.
The answer to my 
wondering came when I 
saw the most outrageous 
and incendiary bumper
tag*«»
sticker I could have imag­
ined. At first I thought it 
was a generic sports sticker, 





It is one thing for 
somebody'to claim that 
they have historical ties to 
the confederate rebels. I 
still think they should be 
slow to have pride about 
their heritage, but I can 
deal with it. But this state­
ment was not talking about 
historical pride, but was in­
stead suggesting some type 
of future action.
"Halftime Score" sug­
gests some type of prepara­
tory resting/strategizing 
that will be followed by an­
other half of action.
I cannot think of a 
more inappropriate place in 
the entire country than 
Morehouse College for such
statements to be made. 
Founded just two years after 
the Civil War for freed slaves, 
the very creation and continued 
existence of Morehouse speaks 
against the so-called rebel con­
federacy.
I know the owner of that 
truck is well aware of where he 
is. He probably takes pride in 
displaying his ideology so 
boldly in front of 3000 Black 
men. Hell, we pay him to build 
the buildings we learn in.
Not only should 
Morehouse be about the busi­
ness of hiring Black firms to do 
the construction on our cam­
pus, it should set policies 
against racist behavior for all of 
the people they bring on our 
campus to do work.
I wish these folk would be 
fired. At the very least the 
bumper stickers need to be re-
EMPTY
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moved immediately. But re­
moving the symbol of his hate 
will not remove the hate, will 
it?
I am terribly uncomfort­
able knowing that someone 
that has plans for the demise of 
my people is doing construc­
tion on my campus. Are you?
If so, write the VP of 
Campus Operations, e-mail 
Andre Bertrand at 
abertrand@morehouse.edu




I cannot count the num­
ber of times I have heard and 
read sisters say something 
like:
"Catch a Black man 
when he is down and he can't 
get enough of sisters, but let 
him make it big and he will 
abandon sisters for white 
women quick, fast, and in a 
hurry."
Even more specifically, I 
have heard time and time 
again from our sisters that 
they cannot stand Black ath­
letes (NBA players in particu­
lar) because, "they always be 
with those white women."
This is a lie. It's not a 
myth, not even a stereotype. 
It is big, fat lie. Professional 
athletes have not abandoned 
our sisters! As a matter of fact, 
the percentage of black pro­
fessional athletes married to 
women of color outpaces the 
national average amongst all 
Black men.
94 percent, that is more 
than 9 out of 10, Black NBA 
players that are married are 
married to women of color. 
Yes, I said an overwhelming 
94 percent! And not only are 
94 percent of the married 
brothers in the NBA married 
to women of color - nearly 
every top quality, all-star cali­
ber NBA player (past and 
present) is married to a 
woman of color.
It is a shame that we 
have bought into the BS sold 
to us by the media about how 
our successful Black athletes 
are starving after white 
women. The fact is, it is rarely 
deemed newsworthy when a 
brother marries a sister. Let 
Charles Barkley's retired, no 
championship-having fat butt 
marry a white woman and 
you will hear about it until the 
cows come home.
We need to be about the 
business of correcting these 
lies and letting folk know that 
our athletes do not abandon 
women of color.
A lot of the younger 
brothers are engaged to sis­
ters. The following is a par­
tial list of black athletes that 
























































Cross country team on their way to victory
Charlene D. Cole 
Sports Editor 
dsmith@maroontiger.com
The cross country 
team, hard at work 
throughout September, 
has competed in several 
meets, including the 
Berry Cross Country In­
vitational, the Howard 
Bentley Cross Country 
Invitational, and the Fort 
Valley State University 
Invitational.
At the Berry Cross 
Country Invitational, 
Morehouse finished fifth 
out of 17 with 126 over­
all points.
Among the top five 
times recorded at this 
meet, Morehouse's 
Christophe Irmuva 
placed fourth at 33:49.1.




This fall has marked the 
blossoming of one of the 




gent and dynamic, 
these are the at­
tributes of the Ma­
roon Mystique.
They are not just 
the flag girls any­
more. Gone are the 
days of second-class 
status and modest 
uniforms, the Maroon 
Mystique is definitely 
spicing things up.
Led by seniors Tif­
fany Edwards and 
Safiya Brown, the 
Maroon Mystique has 
taken on a new iden­
tity. They have tight­
ened up their routine with 
the band and have bolstered 
their acclaim socially.
What has invoked the 
Maroon Mystique's new 
identity? The changes can be 
attributed to a number of fac­
tors, but the squad's camara­
derie is the most obvious rea­
son.
Brown said, "The ca­
maraderie is much better this
The top time for this 
event, 33:31.1, was held 
by Kennesaw State's
Gediminas Banevicius. 
Other Morehouse cross 
country members finish­
ing in the top 25 were:
year than in past years. There 
is a certain harmony. There is 
no inner strife within this 
group."
Sophomore Tenesha 
Lay said, "At first I didn't 
know what to expect, but I'm 
definitely glad I joined, it's
like I joined a sisterhood."
The Maroon Mystique's 
performances have been 
greatly improved this year. 
The performances are ex­
tremely complicated as com­
pared to opposing bands.
Senior Tesha Webster 
said, "Our flag work is very 
difficult; if you compare our 
flag work to other schools 
you will notice that ours is
21) Sylas Tomno, 37:16.7 
and 24) Jabari Vaughn, 
37:23.3.
Morehouse ranked 
#1 in Events Two and 
Four of the Men's 5,000 
Meter Run at the Fort
much more intricate."
Sophomore Jon'a Fogle
said, "We expect to receive 
more respect as a color guard 
because we are a lot better."
The Maroon Mystique 
also has a certain identity 
within the band. They de­
scribe them­




the band; they 
dance, march, 








for a more racy 
look.
Edwards 
said, "In the past 
we have been 
known as just the 
flag girls; (but now) we are 
the Maroon Mystique. We're 
beautiful ladies of class and 
we wanted our look to em­
body that. We wanted to 
have a more feminine look."
The Maroon Mystique is 
more than a section of the 
marching band. They are a 
collection of young ladies 
that exemplify sisterhood 
and professionalism.
Valley State Cross Coun­
try Invitational with a 
total of 19 and 24 points, 
respectively. Albany 
State University, Clark 
Atlanta University, Fort 
Valley State University, 
Tuskegee University and 
Paine College also par­
ticipated in this meet.
Five of the top 10 
times for each event be­
longed to Morehouse.
In event two, 
Jonathan Moore placed 
first with 15:34.00 over 
an av.erage distance of 
five miles. Following 
Moore were Tomno, 
15:42.00, Francis Bacon, 
15:50.00, Nickolos Golf, 




Alman, Golf, McMillian, 
and Hillary Hibet—also 
took first, second, third, 
eighth, and 10th places, 
respectively, in the 
fourth event.
Irumva claimed 
first in the Men's 5,000- 
meter event at the 
Howard Bentley Cross 
Country Invitational 
with a time of 26:45.
Other Morehouse 
notables during the 
event were Jonathan 
Moore, 28:40, Tomno, 
28:40, Alman, 29.17, Ba­
con, 29.19, McMillian, 
30:50.
Overall, Morehouse 
placed fourth at the Invi­
tational behind Univer­
sity Alabama-Huntsville, 








What if Barry Sanders came 
back for two more years? What if 
Dan Marino could play one more 
season? What if Michael Jordan 
came back one last time?
Well the latter will soon have 
an answer. But does everyone 
wanttoseeit? Ihearalotofpeople 
saying things like "he shouldn't 
come back", "he went out on top", 
"he had a perfect ending to his 
career". To those people I have one 
thing to say.. .SO!
People are selfish. They 
want to remember people the way 
that they want to. They want to 
remember the slam-dunk titles; 
they want to remember the domi­
nation of the NBA Finals. They 
want to remember the last second 
shot that won him his sixth NBA 
ring. Generally the word on the 
street is that people don't want to
see Jordan get embarrassed by 
Kobe, Vince, Iverson, Finley.
Well not me. I like to see 
people compete at full throttle and 
that's what Jordan will do. I 
would rather see him now than 
wonder if he could've come back. 
He is the greatest basketball player 
in the last 30 years and maybe the 
best clutch performer of all time. 
He has proven that it is a bad bet 
to bet against him and now people 
want to bet that he is too old. Ev­
eryone talks of the potential em­
barrassment he faces by going 
against fhe younger more explo­
sive athletes in today's NBA.
But does age mean anything 
anymore? Jordan will be 38 at the 
end of the2001 season and is prob­
ably going to do as Mario Lemuix, 
who returned to the NHL after a 3 
year layoff. As a result of Lemuix's 
return, he helped his team make 
the playoffs. Mark McGwire hit 
70 homeruns at the age of 34; and 
Barry Bonds broke fhe homerun
record with 73 at age 38.
Doug Hutie is leading the 
San Diego Chargers, who have a 
3-1 record; Hutie will be 39 at the 
end of the month. Roger Clemens 
was among the leaders in wins this 
baseball season and has more wins 
than anyone in baseball. And he's 
pushing 40! Even Magic Johnson 
was in tip-top shape when he 
briefly had a comeback.
Are any if these guys being 
embarrassed?
The bottom line is that old 
age for an athlete is not what it 
used to be. These guys are in bet­
ter shape than most guys half their 
age. They work out, have personal * 
trainers, and have gyms at home 
that are more elaborate than the 
gym here at dear old Morehouse.
Older does not mean Jordan 
will be out of shape. It means that 
he is seasoned, and experienced, 
and it means that he will have a 
plethora of moves that the young 
fellows are not accustomed to
(Magic freaked Latrell Sprewell so 
badly when he came back, that it 
was sinful).
The question will be if he 
will have gas at the end of the sea­
son. When he came back the first 
time, the bulls were knocked out 
of the playoffs in the first round. 
He was drained.
The fact of the matter is you 
are going to see better competition. 
Every game that the Wizards play 
you are going to see the opposing 
team give 100% effort. Every snot 
nosed punk that freaked some­
body with a crossover, will try to 
make the highlight reel on 
Sportscenter because he is playing 
against Michael Jordan; and that 
is good for the league.
Mike may not be able to soar 
over defenders any more, but he 
can do little things that the young 
guys cannot. Small things like 
dribble, hit free throws, and make 
mid range jumpers, pass the ball 
crisply, pivot in the low post, and
back down a defender. Scoring has 
consistently gone down over the 
past few years. Why, because 
people can't shoot.
The Chicago Bulls a few 
years back (after Jordan retired) 
scored 49 points in a professional 
game. That is pathetic. Dr. Massey, 
Mrs. Massey, Dr. Carter, Dr 
Stephens, and Ray Charles are 
good for 50!
All young NBA stars ap­
pear to be concerned with is tak­
ing people off of the dribble and 
dunking. Everyone talks about 
how Allen Iverson shook Jordan 
with a double cross over which 
was tight, but no one remembers 
that the Bulls won that game. 
Now, which is more important? 
Yeah he will get dunked on, and 
blown by, but his team will win 
more games than they did last year 
and that is fhe bottom line.
Bet against him.. .how ab­
surd. Magnificent feats...How 
expected.
Spelmanites continue to support Morehouse sports
Jennifer Eaglin
Contributing Writer
It is no secret that 
Spelman women almost exclu­
sively support Morehouse ath­
letics, but the question is 
"Why?"
Why don't Spelman 
women frequent Clark or Mor­
ris Brown sporting events as 
often as they attend 
Morehouse's? Well, the an­
swer is both complex and 
simple based on a tradition of 
the Spelman-Morehouse con­
nection plus a lack of certain 
sports offered by one or the 
other school.
Cherina Maye, a Spelman 
freshman said, " Morehouse is 
like our brother school—in a 
way—because they are a single 
sex school as well. There is a 
certain bond between the two 
schools that does not exist be­
tween Spelman and the other 
schools [in the AUC]."
Even though the two 
schools aren't officially brother 
and sister schools, no one can 
deny that the two function as 
an entity. Spelman and 
Morehouse perform the ritual­
istic Brother/Sister exchange, 
which establishes a connection 
between the student bodies of 
each school from the onset of 
each incoming classes' college 
careers. The brother I sister ex­
change is a means of meeting
and forming a friendship that 
can possibly go beyond the col­
lege years.
Jocelyn Perryman, a 
freshman at Spelman said, " I 
don't really prefer one over the 
other; our connection with 
Morehouse primarily is why I 
support them. We don't have 
Clark or Morris Brown broth­
ers, and we both are single sex 
institutions. Even if we are not 
truly brother/sister schools, 
we definitely have a bond."
When asked if she would 
support Morris Brown or Clark 
at any sporting events, Jocelyn 
said, "Depends on who is play­
ing. If they are playing a team 
outside of the AUC, I probably 
would. I think most 
Spelmanites wouldn't because 
they think that Morehouse 
men are the best men in the 
AUC, so they don't want to 
vote for second best. However, 
this isn't always true."
Another Spelman stu­
dent, Janis Greenich* said, "I 
support Morehouse because I 
feel obligated to them as our 
brother school. It just seems 
right." When asked if she 
would support other AUC 
schools at a sporting event, she 
said, " Probably not."
It seems that it is not just 
Spelman women that think 
that Spelman and Morehouse 
just fit together regardless of 
their true brother and sister
schools. Justin Grant, a 
Morehouse freshman said, 
"Even though it (Spelman) is 
not our sister school, there is a 
tradition of a sibling atmo­
sphere. I attend Spelman 
sporting events, and I would 
hope and expect that Spelman 
women would attend our 
(Morehouse) events."
This same student said, " 
I would support Morris Brown 
and Clark, but there is a con­
venience with supporting 
Spelman because of the prox­
imity. I think that Spelman 
women unfairly but truly feel 
that only Morehouse is worthy 
of Spelman's support."
When asked if she thinks 
any Spelman women support 
Clark or Morris Brown, Alicia 
Anderson, a Clark freshman 
said, "Yes, we are all con­
nected." This, however, is in 
contrast to another Clark's 
freshwoman's opinion. Judy 
Gross* said, "No, it seems that 
they (Spelman women) think 
they (Morehouse men) are bet­
ter, and the name represents a 
higher achievement."
One of Spelman's latest 
achievements is the develop­
ment of a successful sports pro­
gram. But within its construc­
tion it is obvious that the pro­
gram will never include a foot­
ball team or a men's basketball 
team. As a result, attending 
basketball and football games
make Morehouse sporting 
events social events as well. 
While Clark and Morris Brown 
have their own women to sup­
port them at the football 
games, Morehouse would not 
without Spelman.
Yet, some students feel 
that Spelman doesn't even sup­
port Morehouse enough, let 
alone the rest of the schools 
within the AUC. Javon 
Mitchell, a sophomore running 
back for the Morehouse foot­
ball team said, " Spelman 
women don't support 
Morehouse men; there are 3000 
Spelman women and only 5 
girls are in the stands. People 
like winners, and Morehouse 
doesn't always win."
In wavering support of 
these ideas, one Spelman stu­
dent, Jackie Grash* said," Most 
(Spelman students) have a ste­
reotypical attitude that says the 
AUC is all about the 
Morehouse-Spelman connec­
tion, and that the rest of the 
AUC has no link with them 
(Spelman)." This same student 
also said, " (Morehouse) guys 
also have a stereotypical view 
about the connection between 
Spelman and Morehouse, too. 
Their cheerleaders aren't from 
Clark or Morris Brown; they 
are always from Spelman. We 
represent them, and they rep­
resent us."
There are connections be­
tween Spelman and 
Morehouse that are prevalent 
in sporting events, which dem­
onstrate the level of support 
one school almost exclusively 
gives the other. Publicly and 
in general Spelman women 
support only Morehouse. The 
majority of Spelman women 
seem to continue to cheer on 
Morehouse athletic teams be­





self with an area-mentoring 
program while maintaining a 
job briefly in Chicago to help alle­
viate some financial responsibili­
ties.
He took a particular interest 
in two young men who could of­
ten be found at the Boys Club, yet 
seemed to lack the direction to seek 
anything beyond basketball and 
their neighborhood. The young 
men, both gifted athletes, were 
able to connect with him because
However, it was Mayo's 
hope that he may represent more 
to them and hopefully give them 
a glimpse into the power and ac­
cess that they might find in edu­
cation. To give them a glimpse into 
the college life, and offer at least a 
weekend of relief from the West 
Side of Chicago, Mayo invited the 
young men to accompany him to 
the '91 Morehouse College Home­
coming Celebration.
He had no way of knowing 
then that this extension of broth­
erhood would forever change his 
life, and indefinitely deter his 
dreams.
On November 3, 1991, the 
three young men arrived in At­
lanta. Mayo began showing them 
the city and made numerous 
stops, including a friend's home 
where he had stored clothing 
while in Chicago. Mayo exited the 
car to get his belongings and the 
two young men remained in the 
car
As Mayo briefly caught up 
with his friend inside and began 
to collect his belongings, the two 
young men, whom he hoped to 
lead away from a life of crime, 
capitalized upon their 
unrrurnitored ti me by burglarizing 
and robbing a couple living in a 
home two doors down.
Oblivious to the events tran­
spiring down tire street, Mayo re­
mained inside the house while the
XKSXSS«.
tying them up with phone cord,
and take with them. They re­
turned to the car before Mayo did, 
making him a get £
The car was puDed over as 
Mayo merged onto tire interstate 
and he and the two young men 
were arrested, taken into custody 
and clrarged witlr burglars, armed 
robbery, and aggravated assault.
It should be duly noted that 
at this point, the police informed 
the victims that they had appre­
hended the three assailants, young 
black men, in possession of the sto­
len items as they fled the crime I 
scene. This negligent and false as-:I 
sessment by the responding police 
officers convinced the victims of 
the involvement of all three young 
men, permanently jading their 
perceptions of the crime.
The victims were shown 
Mayo's arrest photograph only 
hours after the crime, yet theg|
failed to identify him.
In fact, before his trial the 
following April, William was 
never placed in a line-up or iden­
tified by the victims at all. During 
the trial, that lasted only a week, 
Mayo was represented by court 
appointed trial attorney Frank G. 
Smith. - _
Smith was unavailable to 
tell The Maroon Tiger his reason­
ing for performing no pre-trial in­
vestigations on the case. The two 
young men who actually commit­
ted the crimes plead guilty early 
on in the trial to lessen their sen­
tences in light of the overwhelm­
ing evidence against them.
However, before doing so, 
they negotiated a deal to testify as 
state witnesses against Mayo, who 
they identified as the mastermind 
of the crime. Following their im­
plication of Mayo, both admittedly 
guilty young men received a 
twenty-year sentence each for 
their participation in the crime.
On April 3, 1992, William 
Jonathan Mayo was convicted on 
a total of five counts: one burglary 
charge, two armed-robbery 
charges and two aggravated as­
sault charges. Mayo had no prior 
criminal record or incident with 
authorities.
Y5? During his trial, college ad-
ministrators, employers, minis- 11th Circuit Court for a Certificate 
ters, family and friends, all submit- of Appealability, again Mayo was 
ted letters attesting to William's denied, this time by the 11th Cir- 
good character and kind disposi- cuitCourtwhoalso refused to hear 
tion. the case.
Kimberly A. Todd, a lifelong Although the avenues of
friend and Chairperson of the justice continuously thwart 
"Justice for W.J.M. Campaign", William's pursuit, the glut of evi- 
regarded Mayo then in the same
------- s{ie speaks of
. tie has always been a 
driven person who leaves a last­
ing impression. He simply has so belonged to him. 
many dreams and goals for him- Desperate to relieve himself
self, yet he still wishes to help and of the weapon, he placed it under 
reach out to as many people as Ire Mayo's seat when the police 
can along the way." stopped the car. The state used the
~ Jn willing to relinquish his weapon to prosecu te Mayo even 
i a lesser charge, though it wasn't processed forfirr- 
his innocence gerprints and was never linked to 
thedmatfonofthehim.
Numerous accounts of tes­
ta September 1993, with timonial fraud, initially used to 
new counsel hired, and appeals implicate Mayo in the crimes, have 
filed in a hearing for a new trial, also surfaced. Two of the state's 
both of the two admittedly guilty key witnesses had criminal war- 
men came forward, of their own rants in the same county where the 
volition, and admitted that Will- trial was held. One of the state wit- 
iam had nothing to do with the nesses not only testified falsely,’but 
was 1
done until their arrest
3 he aware of what also testified under a false name, 
st. all of which the prosecutor omit-
They even went on to say, 
"William Mayo is innocent."
As if these recantations of 
their initial testimonies were of 
little consequence, retired Judge 
Robert E. Flournoy, Jr., the same 
judge who had previously sen­
tenced Mayo, was able tooverlook
his motion for a new trial.
Judge Flournoy was also
unavailable for questioning.
In December 1995, a state
habeus corpus evidentiary hear­
ing was conducted and several
young men again testified that that 
they initially lied about Mayo's in­
volvement in the case and reaf­
firmed their stance that he had 
absolutely no involvement what­
soever in the crime they commit­
ted.
The two also issued a pub­
lic statement to Mayo and his fam­
ily apologizing for the pain and 
suffering they had caused to a man 
whose only crime was reaching 
out to help others.
Despite the wealth of evi­
dence clearing Mayo's name, the 
same judge somehow saw fit to 
refuse both William's release, and 
a new trial. Four of Mayo's law­
yers were revealed to have ren­
dered ineffective presentation. 
Two of the four are documented 
on transcript, admitting candidly 
in court, that they placed Mayo's 
issues on the "...back burner."
In July of 1999, the Magis­
trate Judge recommended that 
Mayo's habeas corpus action be 
denied. In August 1999, a 1998 
appeal went before a federal judge 
for final review and disposition. 
This federal judge also denied the 
habeas corpus action in May 2000, 
and refused to grant an applica­
tion for Certificate of Appealabil­
ity to the 11th Circuit Court.
After appealing again to the
• in his defense only 
written affidavit has 
i one of the young
fitted the crime, co:
: the gun used in the
ted during the trial.
Another state witness who
played a pivotal role in Mayo's 
conviction, co-defendant Dale 
Santee Thomas, is currently serv­
ing a twenty-year sentence result­
ing from his guilty plea.
However, he actually testi­
fied, and is incarcerated under a 
false name. The defendant, whose 
real name is actually Odell Santee 
Thornton, also went on to affirm 
in-a written affidavit that both 
prosecutors and detectives offered 
him various favorable pleas in ex­
change for his testimony against
Mayo.
He confirmed that he was 
directed by certain detectives to 
"stick to his story and the name 
that he had given for his best ben­
efit" In spite of the overwhelming 
quantify of substantial and mate­
rial evidence, the state has still been 
highly successful in shielding the 
federal courts, and the world, from 
the truth while also shielding Wil­
liam Mayo from justice.
William Mayo sits clutching 
the telephone in the resident com- 
. mon area of a federal medium se­
curity correctional facility about 
105 miles outside of Atlanta. Riv­
ers State Prison, his eleventh such 
dwelling, is located in Hardwick, 
GA., about an hour and forty min­
utes away from Morehouse Col­
lege.
From his humble tone and 
first words, one may sense within 
this man the selflessness that we 
are so prideful to liken to men from 
this institution.
"I hear you're doing great 
things down there David. You 
have to let me know, how is 
Morehouse?"
Though he has been bla­
tantly stripped of nine and a half 
years of his life, William Mayo be­
gan our highly anticipated conver­
sation not with the depths of his 
story, but with genuine concern for 
my success and inquiries upon the 
welfare of Morehouse.
Ibegan to happily catch Wil­
liam up on the latest news includ­
ing tuition, SGA, The Maroon Ti­
ger, Spelman College, Paschal's, 
The Frederick Douglass Institute, 
DuBois, Ray Charles, Graves, and 
Stegall's. Our exchange of pleas­
antries was quickly interrupted 
with the reminder of the savage 
realities that resultedin us commu­
nicating through a conference call 









or so later, we 
formed that the < 
would be terminal 
onds. This routine reminded me 
then, as it would the roughly 
twelve times after we hung up, 
and William called Kimberly 
Todd, who called me and said that 
despite his kindness, and the 
Morehouse connection we shared, 
this was indeed a conversation 
with a man who has been wrong­
fully imprisoned for nearly a de­
cade.
William shared with me, 
with precise recantation, theevents 
as they transpired that night and 
in the subsequent conversations, 
hearings, and multiple follies of 
justice. He shared with me the 
details of his conversations with 
Ennis Cosby from the Cobb 
County jail in which Cosby, after 
the initial disbelief at the plight of 
his friend, pledged his support to
recording 





Mayo and instructed him to "hold 
on."
He also told me his feelings 
of shame and humiliation that 
kept him from reaching out to 
Ennis and many of his other 
friends after he, three credit hours 
away from graduation, watched 
the class of '92 graduate from 
Morehouse, as well as following 
classes, while he moved fom 
prison to prison.
Our conversation weath­
ered further interruptions, includ­
ing the designated lunch break, 
arid "count time," where all the 
inmates are herded together and 
counted one by one in a truly de­
humanizing display. It became 
painfully apparent that eventually, 
Mayo would be forced to return 
to his cell and nothing would be 
mare appropriate than I, extend­
ing to him, the invitation to share 
with the world what he wants 
them to know.
"First, I am a Morehouse 
Man. I always have been, and I 
always will be. I believe that my 
prosecution has been com­
pounded because of that fact. Sec­
ond, I am innocent of these absurd 
charges levied against me that 
have stolen from me ten years of 
my^life. Dr Braithwaite (a 
Morehouse psychology associate 
professor) always used to tell us, 
'An educated black man is a threat 
and a target...' Hopefully my story 
can help young brothers in the AU 
Center and everywhere to realize 
this fact. Third, I need help,"
Homer's Odyssey takes 
place over a period of ten 
years; ending with Odysseus' 
deliverance to his homeland of 
Ithaca and reclaiming that 
which is rightfully his. On this, 
the tenth anniversary of 
Mayo's fateful last homecom­
ing, it is only appropriate to ask 
ourselves how long must Will­
iam Jonathan Mayo wait before 
his triumphant return home? 
How long will we idly stand by 
while our brother is denjed jus­
tice and denied his life?
Though Ennis' life was 
tragically stolen away in 1997, 
William Mayo was dealt a sen­
tence of institutional death in 
1992. How long will/we wait 
before we complete this, one of 
Ennis' works? How lorij 
fore William's nightma 
ended and his dream realize 
with his graduation?
"There was nothing !was 
more proud of than being a 
Morehouse Man."
When will we close this 
chapter in the Grand 
Morehouse epic?
Again we converge upon 
this beloved place so dear to us 
all.’ And as we honor those 
champions, who surely repre­
sent the best in all of us, let's 
respect Massey, honor Mays, 
cherish Martin, and remember 
Mayo.
